
Initiative Petition for a Law Relative to the Use of So-called "Aversive Therapy" 

Be it enacted by the People, and by their authority: 

Section 1: 

Section 16 of Chapter 6A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016 official edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting, at the end of the section, the following text: 

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, no program, agency, or facility 
funded, operated, licensed, permitted, or approved by any agency or subdivision of the 
Commonwealth shall administer or cause to be administered to any person with a physical, 
intellectual, or developmental disability any procedure which causes obvious signs of physical 
pain, including, but not limited to, hitting, pinching, and electric shock for the purposes of 
changing the behavior of the person. 

No such program may employ any form of physical contact or punishment that is otherwise 
prohibited by law, or would be prohibited if used on a non-disabled person. 

No such program may employ any procedure which denies a person with a physical, intellectual, 
or developmental disability reasonable sleep, food, shelter, bedding, bathroom facilities, and any 
other aspect expected of a humane existence in the Commonwealth. 

Section 2: 

Section 13F of Chapter 265 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016 official edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting, at the end of the section, the following text: 

Any person who administers painful electric shocks or causes painful electric shocks to be 
administered to any person with a physical, intellectual, or developmental disability shall for the 
first offense be punished by imprisonment in a house of correction for not more than two and 
one-half years or by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than five years; and, for a 
second or subsequent offense, by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than ten years. 
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